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TWO LOCAL CORPORATIONS,
COME TOGETHER ON TUESDAY, JULY 19TH
TO PROVIDE EMPLOYEE VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORT 
FOR

THE MOTOR CITY BLIGHT BUSTERS.

As many non-profit organizations are suffering due to lack of financial donations and volunteer support, two local corporations are stepping up to support the Motor City Blight Busters.  Qualigence and DaimlerChrysler Services North America are providing more than 225 volunteers combined during a one-day volunteer blitz on Tuesday, July 19th.  Financial donations were also made by both organizations to pay for paint, tools, and other materials needed by the Blight Busters to continue its’ mission.
Qualigence, Inc., a local recruiting firm headquartered in Livonia, began a dedicated partnership with Blight Busters in June, 2004, to launch Blight Buster Kidz – a program designed to include kids in the overall mission of the Blight Buster organization.  Blight Busters Kidz, was a vision that became a reality through the support of the Qualigence organization.  Through this partnership, Qualigence, has 
become a dedicated and consistent contributor to the The Motor City Blight Busters.  “Qualigence and all of its employees are very dedicated to the Blight Busters and the positive work they do in the city.  We are all excited to work with volunteers from DaimlerChrysler Services on July 19th to contribute to
making northwest Detroit a safe and prideful place to live” comments Stephen Lowisz, President and CEO of Qualigence.  “It takes dedicated corporate support to help keep the mission of the Blight Busters moving forward.”
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Also participating in the support of this Motor City Blight Busters initiative will be approximately 200 volunteers from DaimlerChrysler Services North America, the auto financing unit headquartered in Farmington Hills. DaimlerChrysler Services continues to be a strong contributor to the important work being done by Motor City Blight Busters.

Although both Qualigence and DaimlerChrysler Services have provided ongoing financial support to The Motor City Blight Busters over the past few years, both organizations continue to support the mission by inviting their employees to participate in one-day volunteer efforts on an ongoing basis.  Employees of both organizations are always enthused and look forward to contributing to the mission 
of The Motor City Blight Busters organization.  “We could not keep moving forward with our mission without the support of Qualigence and DaimlerChrysler Services.  Both companies have been extremely supportive and take pride in their involvement in making northwest Detroit a positive place to live and work” comments Motor City Blight Busters founder, John George.
Tuesday will begin at 10 a.m. with opening speeches to all volunteers at the Motor City Blight Busters Resource Center by John George, Bill DeRosa from DaimlerChrysler Services, and Steve Lowisz, President and CEO of Qualigence.  Teams will be assigned and led to specific projects by team leaders.  Work will end at 4:45 p.m. with closing remarks at the Resource Center.
Volunteers will be divided amongst a minimum of three different projects throughout Northwest Detroit.   The three projects are as follows:
· House Demolition @ 21703 Santa Clara

This home has been abandoned since 2004 and has become utilized as a crack house.  It is located next to a home that operates as a daycare center.  “The crack house has been prepped for demolition over the last several weeks and is planned to be eliminated on Tuesday, July 19th with the help of the Qualigence and DaimlerChrysler Services volunteers” states John George.  “I feel that having this type of building next to a daycare center is a form a child abuse and it must be removed.  We are proud to be able to eliminate such negativity in our community”.  The homesite will be replaced with a pocket park for the daycare children,
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and other residents, to utilize.  “I am truly grateful for The Blight Busters coming in and helping” states Miss Rogers, 37, operator of the daycare center.  “Eliminating the abandoned house will increase my property value and make me feel safe to come into my home.  God bless The Motor City Blight Busters and all their volunteers.”

· Redford Bowl Bowling Alley @ 21000 Block of Grand River Ave.
The Redford Bowl Bowling Alley on Grand River Ave. has been closed since 2003.  The building and the parking lot surrounding it has been an eyesore since its closing.  Prep work and painting have already begun on the back wall of the building to display what will be identified as “The Motor City Mural”.  Volunteers on July 19th will complete this spectacular mural along with working on the surrounding area to eliminate all trash and graffiti.  
· Artist Village @ 17340 Lahser Road

The Artist Village is racing toward completion to be opened later this year as an Art Gallery and Coffee Shop.  Volunteers on July 19th will work in and around the Artist Village to prepare the building for its Grand Opening.  The Artist Village was created by The Motor City Blight Busters for the Blight Busters Kidz program sponsored by Qualigence.  The village is used for summer art programs that are taught to kids by Chaz Miller and Aurora Harris…both are artists from the Center for Creative Studies that donate their time to the Blight Busters to teach children the positive influence that art can have in their communities.  Many murals 
surrounding the Blight Buster Resource Center were painted by students enrolled in the Blight Buster Kidz programs.  The art gallery will display and sell art pieces created by the students in the program and their instructors. 
John George is extremely appreciative for the efforts that both Qualigence and DaimlerChrysler Services have made to contribute to the Blight Buster mission – “to stabilize, revitalize, and repopulate the City of Detroit with homeowners.”  
Company/Organization Information:

· Founded by John George more than 17 years ago, The Motor City Blight Busters is a non-profit organization that’s mission is to stabilize, revitalize and repopulate the City of Detroit 
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with homeowners and give people the opportunity to take ownership and have pride in the communities in which they live. 

· Qualigence, Inc. is a recruitment research and professional search firm headquartered in Livonia, Michigan with additional offices in Cincinnati, Ohio, and Richmond, Virginia.  With national clients in all industries, Qualigence operates differently than any other recruiting firm by developing business partnerships with its clients and charging an hourly consulting fee for its services.  Founded by Stephen Lowisz in 1999, Qualigence is a privately held organization. 
· About DaimlerChrysler Services North America LLC 
The company provides brand-specific financing for automotive dealers’ inventories and their retail consumers and does business as Mercedes-Benz Credit and Chrysler Financial.  As DaimlerChrysler Services Truck Finance, it also finances commercial vehicles for affiliate products such as Freightliner, Sterling and Western Star. The company serves as the headquarters for operations in the United States, Canada, Mexico, South America and Puerto Rico and has more than 5,800 employees who manage a portfolio of more than $95 billion with nearly five million contracts. DaimlerChrysler Services North America is a member of the DaimlerChrysler Financial Services group of companies.   This group is headquartered in Berlin, Germany, and operates in 39 countries with an employee base exceeding 11,300 and a global portfolio of approximately $139 billion.  DaimlerChrysler Financial Services group is one of the leading financial services entities worldwide. For more information on DaimlerChrysler Services North America visit www.daimlerchryslerservices.com/na.
