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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS JOIN TOGETHER TO GIVE AWAY A HOME.
A DETROIT HOME HAS BEEN DONATED.  RENOVATIONS BEGIN ON

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13TH
TO PREPARE THE HOME TO GIVE TO A FAMILY IN NEED AT

THE 2005 MOTOR CITY BOWL.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
For the first time in sports history, a home will be given away to a family in need at the 2005 Motor City Bowl.  After months of planning and dedication from professionals from Countrywide, Qualigence, Team Solutions, Good Faith Homes, and Keys Realty, this generous idea will become a reality on Monday, December 26th between the 3rd and 4th Quarters during the Motor City Bowl football game at Ford Field.  The involved local organizations have been loyal to The Motor City Blight Busters for years.  These companies, and their
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representatives, have really stepped up to the plate this time by creating this project and working together diligently over the past several months to make this noble idea a reality.  Ideas like these are a true testament to the Blight Busters mission – to provide affordable home ownership to Detroit families.  In this case…a “free” home to a family in need.
These organizations, and their employees, are proud to be involved in creating such a generous gift.  A crew of employees, construction workers, and Motor City Blight Buster volunteers are scheduled to meet at the home, located at 8063 Grandville, Detroit, at  9 a.m. on Thursday, October 13th to begin the work to make this empty house a home.  Everyone involved is truly inspired by this generous mission - they are contributing their time and hard work to give a family an unforgettable special gift.
Mr. Bob Miller of Team Solutions is responsible for the initial idea and Mr. Ken Hoffman, Executive Director of The Motor City Bowl, was impressed and thought it would be perfect to showcase such a gift during the 2005 Motor City Bowl.  “The idea comes from sincere generosity and I am excited that The Motor City Bowl can be involved in providing a family with such a special gift” comments Ken Hoffman.   “The Motor City Bowl – in addition to a great football game – is all about charitable giving to local children and the Detroit community.”

The idea immediately attracted the loyal corporate partners of the Motor City Blight Busters.  “Companies like Qualigence and Team Solutions have been working closely with us for a long time.  They are committed to our mission and this project.  Without ongoing corporate support, these unique efforts in the community would not be possible.” states John George, founder of The Motor City Blight Busters.  “The objective in this venture is to give a home to an honest, deserving family.”
The house was donated by Chris Burshaw, a retired Detroit policeman.  Due to health and the proximity of the home, Chris now lives in Wixom, Michigan and has decided to donate the home to the Motor City Blight Busters.  “I contacted the Motor City Blight Busters to donate the home.  I was thrilled to find out that it would be used for the Home Giveaway project” states Chris.  “It makes me feel good to know that I can be a part of giving a family a home.”  

Steve Lowisz, President and CEO of Qualigence, selected the Motor City Blight Busters in early 2004 to meet the companys’ philanthropic mission.  As a result, Qualigence contributes a percentage of their profits to the Blight Busters mission.  “I wanted to give some of our success back to the community through an organization and mission that we can be committed to, and believe in.  This is definitely the
Page 3
October 10, 2005
Press Release:    Home Giveaway @ 2005 Motor City Bowl
most exciting and rewarding event for us to be involved in” states Steve Lowisz.  Qualigence is a local recruiting firm headquartered in Livonia, began a dedicated partnership with The Motor City Blight Busters in early 2004, to launch the Blight Buster Kidz program.

People can nominate themselves or another individual to receive the home.  Applications are available at the Blight Buster Resource Center at 17405 Lahser Rd., Detroit; or online @ www.teamsolutionsforcharities.com.  The qualification criteria and submission process is as follows:  
	Qualification Criteria:

	*  Must provide Personal Information along with an essay of 1,000 words or less describing why you, or your nominee
    should win the home.

*  Winner must use home as primary residence for a minimum of 3 years.

	*  Winner must be currently employed and maintain employment for duration of minimum residency in home.

	*  Annual Household Income must be $30,000 or less.
	
	

	*  Winner must purchase homeowners insurance policy and pay all property taxes when due.

	*  Winner must be at least 21 years of age and a U.S. Citizen to qualify.
	
	

	*  Must substantiate, in essay form of 1,000 words or less, why you should receive home.
	

	*  Limit of one entry per family.
*  Must pass drug screening and agree to a criminal background check.
	
	
	

	*  2 Finalists will be chosen for personal interviews.  Both must agree to appear at Motor City Bowl IX - Monday, 
   December 26th.

	*  Must be present to win.
	
	
	

	*  Application Entry Deadline:  December 1st, 2005; 5 p.m.
	
	

	*  Application must be filled out COMPLETELY to qualify.
	
	


	Application Submission:
	
	
	

	Online:
	Go to www.teamsolutionsforcharities.com, or www.wxyz.com.
	
	

	Mail:
	Motor City Bowl Home Giveaway, P.O. Box 531213, Livonia, MI  48154

	In Person:
	Motor City Blight Buster Resource Building, 17405 Lahser, Detroit, MI  48219


The selection committee consists of the following individuals:
1. John George; Founder of the Motor City Blight Busters

2. Reverend Cecil A. Poe, Ph.D.; Leland Missionary Baptist Church
3. Reverend Lucinda Hawkins; Mount Vernon Missionary Baptist Church
4. Marjorie Whetstine; Associate Broker, Keller Williams Realty – Northville
5. Melody Sorrell; District Director of Human Resources, Evangelical Homes of Michigan.

All submissions will be reviewed and evaluated throughout December.  Selections will be narrowed down to 3 qualified finalists.  Both finalists will receive personal interviews and both must agree to appear at the Motor City Bowl game on Monday, December 26th.  The winner will be announced on the field between the 3rd and 4th quarters of the game.
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Company/Organization Information:

· Founded by John George more than 17 years ago, The Motor City Blight Busters is a non-profit organization that’s mission is to stabilize, revitalize and repopulate the City of Detroit 
with homeowners and give people the opportunity to take ownership and have pride in the communities in which they live. 
· The Motor City Bowl was established in 1997 by Ken Hoffman, former Sports Information Director at Michigan State University. The NCAA post-season college football game is committed to charitable endeavors in the Detroit community.  The average economic impact in Detroit and SE Michigan has been more than $14 million per year ($112 million over eight years).
· Countrywide Home Loans

· Qualigence, Inc. is a recruitment research and professional search firm headquartered in Livonia, Michigan.  A privately held organization founded by Stephen Lowisz in 1999, Qualigence is the largest recruitment research firm in the U.S.
· Team Solutions, Inc. is a Livonia based company founded in 2000 to provide real estate fundraising solutions for charities.
· Good Faith Homes, Inc.

· Keys Realty is a statewide real estate firm focused on the Detroit community.
